
Again, Jesus said, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

New International Version [NIV]

BIBLE VERSE OF THE DAY - JOHN 21:16

I don’t know that man.  I don’t know that man.  I don’t know that man. Three times Peter 
denied ever knowing Jesus, let alone any friendship they had.  Three times, Peter denied 
Jesus, as he faced trial, torture and death on cross.  Three times. They were supposed to be 
close friends; Peter was one of Jesus’ ‘inner circle’, yet in the crucial moment, Peter broke.  
He failed.  He denied the man he had said he would die before disowning (Mark 14:31).
MAN DENIES BEST FRIEND, WHILST HE IS TORTURED AND KILLED. That should, by 
human understanding, be the headline we remember.  That should be the way we remember 
Peter.  But Jesus is so much more gracious than we could ever imagine.  Resurrected, Jesus 
seeks out Peter and invites him back into relationship with him:
Do you love me?  I love you.  Feed my lambs.
Do you love me?  I love you.  Take care of my sheep.
Do you love me?  I love you.  Feed my sheep.
With each ‘I love you’ Jesus gave Peter an instruction, task, purpose.  Peter’s denial didn’t 
define him, because, in all His redeeming love, Jesus offered greater possibility than we 
could ever humanly imagine.
JESUS GIVES FRIEND NEW JOB. Jesus transforms the headline.

EXPLANATION

REFLECTION & CHALLENGE
Jesus transformed the headline for Peter.  In His redeeming love, He wants to do the same 
for you.  Consider:
• Is Jesus asking you to step away from a ‘headline’ in your life?  Offer up that ‘headline’ and 
ask Him to replace it – what is He saying?
• Have you discounted yourself for a new task or purpose because you feel that you have 
failed, like Peter?  Invite Jesus to speak to you about that.
• Jesus asks:  “Do you love me?”  What do you want to say to Him?
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