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Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31   

Talk Summary 

• Summary: We are united under Lord Jesus, set apart by God and filled with his Holy Spirit, each given 
gifts for the common good, let’s set aside competition and comparison and honour one another, so 
that together we can show the world Jesus 

• The people in the Corinthian church are competing and comparing their gifts to see who is the best. 
Paul knows he needs to address this as Competition and comparison kills community. 

• V12-13: We are unified under Jesus as our lord and by all having the same Holy Spirit. We are also 
set apart to live counter cultural lives 

• V14-17: it’s easy to look around and think, I don’t fit in here. But the more different you are the 
more we need you. Unity in Diversity is an essential part of revealing Jesus to the world. 

• V18-20: God builds the church, your hear because God wants you to be, you have something 
valuable to contribute, we need you. Don’t disqualify yourself. - Discover your gifts and use them 
(Rooted) 

• V21-26: We need each other. Some gifts are more visible than others. But visibility is not equal to 
value. E.g. without the gifts of administration and helps there would be no church. 

• Competition and comparison kill community! Let’s be a community that celebrates others successes 
and sympathizes with others struggles. When someone else succeeds that doesn’t have any effect 
on your value. 

• V27-31: (Ephesians 4:11-13) The “offices” were functional and relational it was not a job title. So we 
don’t tend to give people titles in the vineyard because it can quickly become unhelpful. But there 
are defiantly people within our church and movement that we would respect as consistently 
operating in these gifts. But ultimately the gifts aren’t for you and they aren’t for your reputation. if 



your good at something your job is to teach other people so that the whole church can grow in 
maturity. 

The two main things that God wants to shift in us as a community through this series is: 

1) Eagerly desire - Lets not be passive when it comes to the things of the spirit - but let’s eagerly 
desire them. We want to be a church that goes after all God has for us. 

2) For the common good - Lets not come to church with a consumer mindset (ie. What am I getting 
out of this, how can this church serve me, what do I need). But rather, how can I serve, what can I 
contribute, who can I help. 

Group Discussion Questions 

Welcome 

If you don’t eat together as a small group then you might want to start the group with some kind of ice 
breaker question. Remember to introduce yourselves when there are new people. 

Worship 

Worship is not just singing, it is thanking God for who he is and what he has done and is lived out through a 
life of trusting obedience. Discussing this together is an act of worship.  

(Small group worship resources can be found at bvc.so/sgworship) 

• What are you thankful for this week?  
• Where has God been at work in your life?  
• When have you taken risks in faith and obedience this week? 

 
If you have a time of singing you can skip the above questions but please do ask this question each week: 
 

• How is ‘Read and Listen’ going? What has God been speaking to you about this week? (Go around 
the group quickly don’t spend a long time on it) 

Word 

We want our thoughts and lives to be shaped by what God says in the Bible. If most of your group weren’t 
there on a Sunday base the discussion on the main passage rather than the talk. 

• What from this week’s talk/Bible passage stood out to you, and/or you found challenging? Why? 
• Follow Jesus: What does this passage teach me about God? 
• Live life to the full: What does this passage teach me about myself? 
• Make a difference: What is God inviting you to do or change as a result of what we have discussed?  

(You can give everyone a minute or so in silence to write it down) Spend some time praying for one 
another. 

Witness 

We want to be investing in authentic relationships with those who don’t know Jesus yet and inviting them to 
anything where they might meet other Christians and Jesus. Pick one of the below each week: 

• How would you share what you have learned with a non-church friend? 
• What church events coming up would your friends appreciate an invitation to? 
• Spend some time praying for your friends who don’t know Jesus yet? 

 


